
     Does your club have a great idea for a 
new project in your community, but does 
not have the funding needed to pull it off? 
Perhaps OI can help. They are offering 
Club Grants of $250 to $1,000 (with 
matching club funds). The info below 

should help get you 
started … and 
good luck with your 
new project!

The OI Grant 
application 
can be found 
on the next 
two pages of 
this news-
letter. 
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Application 
Area

Field Description

Overview Any US, Caribbean & International Club not served by Canadian Children’s Optimist 
Foundation may complete this Grant Application.   

The recommended process is to download/save the PDF fillable form to your desktop from 
the oifoundation.org website.  Please do not fill out the form directly on the website as you 
will not be able to send in your application directly from the website.  If you are unable to 
complete the application as a PDF fillable form, you can print the form for completion. 
Please print legibly. 

Please complete all fields on the application.  An incomplete application will not be 
considered for review by the committee.  Once completed, follow the directions at the end 
of the application to either hardcopy mail, fax, or scan and email to the Foundation. 

The Grant Committee will meet immediately following submission deadlines to consider the 
applications on hand and make a decision regarding funding. Application deadline dates 
can be found at the end of the application.

Section I – Club & 
Contact 
Information

Name of New Project Enter the name of the project.  A project must be a new project that you are doing for the 
first time. 

Club Name Enter the full Club name.

Club Number Enter the Club number.

Contact Person Enter the contact person. This person must be a Club member.

Address Enter the address of the contact person.

Phone Number Enter the phone number where the contact person can be reached.

Email Enter the email of the contact person.

Name of Club Foundation Rep Enter the name of the Club’s Foundation Rep.  Please note that Club dues must be paid by 
the date of the application.

Section II – 
Project 
Description

New Project Implementation 
Timeline

Enter the project implementation date/timeline in complete MM/DD/YY format.  The project 
must be completed between April 2024 and March 2025. 

New Project Description & why 
it is a charitable project

This section should describe the project’s purpose.  If working with another organization, 
please briefly describe the organization.  It is not necessary to go into lengthy detail.  The 
intent of this section is to describe the Club project. 

Projects should not be fundraising projects.  The Matching Grant must be for projects that 
directly affect children. 

Please fill out this section completely.  If using the PDF fillable form this section is a static 
space which means if you have more information to provide and have come to the end of 
the space in this area you can attach additional documentation with a page limit of two (2) 
extra pages.  (please note the 2-page limit is inclusive of any other information required to 
complete this application).  The additional 2-page limit is also applicable if you are not 
using the PDF fillable form and are hand printing the application.

Section III - 
Fundraising

How much money will your 
Club raise to support this 
project?

Funds raised by the Club must at least match the amount of the OIF grant requested. 
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How will your Club raise the 
funds to support this project?

Describe how your Club will raise the matching funds.  For example: are you holding a 
fundraising project, do you have a donation from a corporation or charitable foundation? 

Revenue Budget: Income from Enter the amount of the grant you are requesting next to the wording “Requested OIF 
Grant”.  This must be a minimum of $250 and cannot exceed $1,000.  If left blank the 
application will not be considered complete.  

All funds in this section should be in US Funds.  If more space is needed please include in 
the two additional pages allowed with the application. 

Enter all other revenue items which will include, at minimum, the Club matching funds to 
the grant amount requested.  For example: Requested OIF Grant $500.  Next line-item - 
fundraiser $500 which would give a Total Revenue of $1,000.

Expense Budget: Expense for Enter expenses that will be incurred for this project.   

Will you utilize the OIF Pass 
Through Program?

The Pass Through Program is only available in the United States.  Please go to the 
oifoundation.org website and click on Quick Links at the top of the page and then click on 
Foundation Forms for more information and the application. 

Section IV – 
Demographic Info

How many children or people 
in the community will be served 
by this project?

Enter the number of children or people that will be impacted by this project. 

How many Optimist Members 
are currently in your Club?

Enter the number of Members currently in your Club.

How many Optimist Members 
will directly participate in the 
implementation of this project?

Of the Members in your Club, enter how many will directly participate in the implementation 
of this project.

How will the Optimist Members 
directly participate in this 
project (other than 
fundraising)?

Describe how the Members will directly participate in this project.  Don’t include activities 
supporting fundraising activities. 

Section V – Club 
Approval

Club Approval Club Members and the Club Board should be aware of and support this project and 
application being submitted.  The Club President must sign, initial, and date this section. 

REMINDER:  Grant applications are due to the OI St. Louis Office 
by March 18, 2024.



    Are you having a hard time being optimistic? Or maybe you're feeling frustrated with 
people who seem overly optimistic? Realistic optimism is essential to daily life, but especially 
critical when facing challenges.

Optimism is not...
    Having your head stuck in the sand and denying reality. Optimism gets a bad rap. Despite 
what many people think, optimism is not about only focusing on the positive.

Optimism is...
    Being firmly planted in reality. Looking at the hard, scary and uncertain things squarely in 
the eye and maintaining a belief that we will prevail despite our current reality. This is crucial 
to help us maintain control, hope, and resilience.

Compared to pessimism...
    Sometimes people think being pessimistic is a better option, particularly in times of 
hardship. But the reality is that pessimistic thinkers are bad at estimating the amount of 
control they have in any situation. Over-estimating control leads us to wasted energy. Under-
estimating control leads to failing to take actions that could be helpful.

So how do you do realistic optimism?
    Optimism, like pessimism, is a thinking style. You can learn, grow, and cultivate an 
optimistic mindset by following this formula: Acknowledge reality as is (even the bad) + have 
confidence you will prevail in the future (despite of it) + take control (through preparation, 
planning, and perseverance).

From : https://www.armyresilience.army.mil/ard/R2/Realistic-Optimism.html

More About Optimism:

Infographic: How to be Optimistic

TED Talk: Martin Seligman on Positive Psychology

https://www.armyresilience.army.mil/ard/R2/Realistic-Optimism.html
https://www.armyresilience.army.mil/ard/R2/pdf/optimism_infographic_rev3-01%5B1%5D.pdf
https://www.ted.com/talks/martin_seligman_the_new_era_of_positive_psychology#t-342620
https://www.armyresilience.army.mil/ard/R2/Realistic-Optimism.html
https://www.armyresilience.army.mil/ard/R2/pdf/optimism_infographic_rev3-01%5B1%5D.pdf
https://www.ted.com/talks/martin_seligman_the_new_era_of_positive_psychology#t-342620


      Optimist International offers Clubs a simple 
but spectacular way to get younger students 
involved in public speaking and prepare them 
for higher level Oratorical competitions. These 
contests are not backed by dollar awards but 
encourage students to develop speaking skills 
and prepare them for future Oratorical 
contests. Click here for more information on 
the Optimist International Kids Speak Out 
Contest and Planning Guide.

The topic for the 2023-2024 school year is: 
“How to Change the World with Optimism”

      The contest is open to contestants under 
the age of 19 as of October 1st of the current 
Optimist International contest year (Oct. 1 – 
Sept. 30) and who have not yet completed 
secondary school or its equivalen. There is no 
minimum age.
      Interested students submit a speech on the 
pre-assigned topic to their local Optimist Club. 
To find out the contact in your area, please e-
mail the Programs Department at 
programs@optimist.org.
      The deadline to enter is determined by the 
sponsoring Optimist Club. All Club-level 
contests are typically held by late March.

      The 2024 Optimist International 
Oratorical World Championships will 
be held July 18-19, 2024 at Saint Louis 
University in St. Louis, Missouri.

Districts and Clubs may opt to hold an 
online Oratorical Contest.              
Click here for info on how to do this: 

https://www.optimist.org/documents/
Online_Oratorical_Guidelines.pdf

https://www.optimist.org/documents/Online_Oratorical_Guidelines.pdf
https://www.optimist.org/documents/Online_Oratorical_Guidelines.pdf


A
p

p
li
c
a
ti

o
n

 f
o

r
 2

0
2
3

-2
0
2
4

 O
p

ti
m

is
t 

In
te

r
n

a
ti

o
n

a
l 
O

r
a
to

r
ic

a
l 

C
o

n
te

s
t 

N
am

e 

A
dd

re
ss

 
 C

ity
 

St
at

e/
Pr

ov
in

ce
/C

ou
nt

ry
 

 Z
ip

/P
os

ta
l C

od
e 

Te
le

ph
on

e 
( 

) 
E-

m
ai

l
D

at
e 

of
 B

irt
h 

/ 
/ 

A
ge

H
av

e y
ou

 pa
rti

ci
pa

te
d 

in
 an

y 
ot

he
r O

pt
im

ist
 C

lu
b’

s O
ra

to
ric

al
 C

on
te

st 
th

is 
sc

ho
ol

 y
ea

r?
 

 Y
es

 
 N

o 

C
on

te
st

an
t A

gr
ee

m
en

t:
 

I 
h

a
v
e
 s

tu
d

ie
d

 t
h

e
 r

u
le

s
 o

f 
th

e
 c

o
n

te
s
t,

 a
n

d
 I

 w
il

l 
b

e
 b

o
u

n
d

 b
y
 a

ll
 t

h
e
 r

e
q

u
ir

e
m

e
n

ts
. 

I 
u

n
d

e
r
s
ta

n
d

 e
n

tr
ie

s
 w

il
l 

b
e
 r

u
n

 t
h

r
o

u
g

h
 p

la
g

ia
r
is

m
 a

n
d

 A
I 

d
e
te

c
ti

o
n

 s
o

ft
w

a
r
e
. 

C
on

te
st

an
t’s

 S
ig

na
tu

re
 

D
at

e 
/ 

/ 

Pa
re

nt
 o

r G
ua

rd
ia

n 
Pe

rm
iss

io
n:

 

I 
g

iv
e
 m

y
 p

e
r
m

is
s
io

n
 f

o
r
 m

y
 c

h
il

d
/w

a
r
d

 t
o

 p
a

r
ti

c
ip

a
te

 i
n

 t
h

is
 c

o
n

te
s
t.

 
Si

gn
at

ur
e 

 
 

D
at

e 
/ 

/ 
R

el
at

io
ns

hi
p 

  
I,

 
g

r
a
n

t 
th

e
 O

p
ti

m
is

t 
C

lu
b

/I
n

te
r
n
a

ti
o

n
a
l 

m
y
 p

e
r
m

is
s
io

n
 

to
 u

s
e
 a

 p
ic

tu
r
e
/v

id
e
o
 o

f 
m

y
 s

o
n
/d

a
u

g
h

te
r
 

fo
r
 t

h
e
ir

 p
u
b

li
c
 r

e
la

ti
o

n
s
 

p
u

r
p
o

s
e
s
. 

O
p
ti

m
is

t 
C

lu
b
/I

n
te

r
n
a

ti
o

n
a
l 

m
a

y
 u

s
e
 t

h
e
 p

h
o

to
/v

id
e
o

 i
n
 a

n
y
 p

u
b
li

c
a

ti
o

n
 t

h
e
y
 s

e
e
 f

it
. 

Sp
on

so
rin

g 
O

pt
im

is
t C

lu
b 

N
am

e 
 

Sp
on

so
rin

g 
O

pt
im

is
t C

lu
b 

N
um

be
r 

La
ng

ua
ge

 sp
ee

ch
 w

ill
 b

e 
sp

ok
en

 in
: 

En
gl

ish
 

Fr
en

ch

T
op

ic
:

 
 

Fo
r 

m
or

e 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
co

nt
ac

t:
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
 

A
dd

re
ss

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
 P

ho
ne

 N
um

be
r:

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
__

__
_ 

O
ffi

ci
al

 R
ul

es
 

Se
ct

io
n 

l —
 G

e
n
e
r
a
l 
R

u
le

s
 

1.
 T

he
 O

pt
im

is
t I

nt
er

na
tio

na
l O

ra
to

ric
al

 co
nt

es
t w

ill
 b

eg
in

 a
t

th
e 

C
lu

b 
le

ve
l, 

pr
oc

ee
d 

to
 th

e 
Zo

ne
 a

nd
 D

ist
ric

t l
ev

el
 a

nd
en

d 
w

ith
 a

 c
on

te
st

 a
t W

or
ld

 C
ha

m
pi

on
sh

ip
s 

le
ve

l.  
2.

 C
on

te
st

an
ts

 m
us

t e
nt

er
 th

ro
ug

h 
a 

lo
ca

l O
pt

im
is

t C
lu

b.
3.

 T
he

 o
ff

ic
ia

l a
pp

lic
at

io
n 

m
us

t b
e 

co
m

pl
et

ed
 b

y 
ea

ch
 

co
nt

es
ta

nt
 a

nd
 su

bm
itt

ed
 to

 th
e 

sp
on

so
rin

g 
C

lu
b’

s 
C

on
te

st
C

ha
ir.

 
4.

 C
lu

bs
, Z

on
es

 a
nd

 D
is

tri
ct

s 
w

ill
 h

av
e 

a 
co

m
bi

ne
d 

ge
nd

er
 

co
nt

es
ts

. 
5.

 N
o 

Zo
ne

, R
eg

io
na

l, 
or

 D
is

tri
ct

 le
ve

l c
on

te
st

 s
ha

ll 
ha

ve
 fe

w
er

 th
an

 3
 o

r m
or

e 
th

an
 2

0 
co

nt
es

ta
nt

s  
co

m
pe

tin
g.

 
6.

 O
pt

im
is

t I
nt

er
na

tio
na

l h
as

 th
e 

rig
ht

 to
 e

di
t, 

pu
bl

is
h 

an
d 

re
co

rd
 a

ny
 sp

ee
ch

 u
se

d 
in

 a
ny

 c
on

te
st

 w
ith

ou
t 

pa
ym

en
t t

o 
th

e 
au

th
or

. 

Se
ct

io
n 

II
 —

 Q
u
a
li

fi
c
a
ti

o
n
s
 f

o
r
 C

o
n
te

s
ta

n
ts

 
1.

 T
he

 c
on

te
st

 is
 o

pe
n 

to
 c

on
te

st
an

ts
 u

nd
er

 th
e 

ag
e 

of
 1

9 
as

 
of

 O
ct

ob
er

 1
st

 o
f 

th
e 

cu
rr

en
t 

O
pt

im
is

t 
In

te
rn

at
io

na
l 

co
nt

es
t 

ye
ar

 (
O

ct
ob

er
 1

 –
 S

ep
te

m
be

r 
30

) 
an

d 
w

ho
 h

av
e

no
t 

ye
t 

co
m

pl
et

ed
 s

ec
on

da
ry

 s
ch

oo
l 

or
 i

ts
 e

qu
iv

al
en

t, 
in

cl
ud

in
g 

C
EG

EP
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

in
 Q

ué
be

c,
 C

an
ad

a.
  T

he
re

 is
no

 m
in

im
um

 a
ge

. 
2. 3.

 E
ac

h 
co

nt
es

ta
nt

 s
ha

ll 
pr

ep
ar

e 
hi

s 
or

 h
er

 o
w

n 
sp

ee
ch

. T
he

 
co

nt
es

ta
nt

 m
ay

 r
ec

ei
ve

 a
dv

ic
e 

in
 t

he
 p

re
pa

ra
tio

n 
of

 t
he

 
sp

ee
ch

 a
nd

 m
ay

 m
ak

e 
m

in
or

 c
ha

ng
es

 o
r i

m
pr

ov
em

en
ts

 in
th

e 
sp

ee
ch

 a
t a

ny
 ti

m
e.

 
4.

 A
ll 

co
nt

es
ta

nt
s 

at
 e

ac
h 

le
ve

l 
of

 t
he

 c
on

te
st

 m
us

t 
sh

ow
pr

oo
f 

of
 a

ge
 b

ef
or

e 
co

m
pe

tin
g.

  
O

pt
im

is
t 

C
lu

bs
 m

ay
re

qu
ire

 a
 c

op
y 

of
 b

irt
h 

ce
rti

fic
at

e 
or

 p
as

sp
or

t i
f o

ff
er

in
g 

a

cl
ub

 s
ch

ol
ar

sh
ip

 s
ep

ar
at

e 
fr

om
 O

pt
im

is
t 

In
te

rn
at

io
na

l. 
 

D
is

tri
ct

 
w

in
ne

rs
 

m
us

t 
pr

ov
id

e 
a 

co
py

 
of

 
th

e 
bi

rt
h 

ce
rti

fic
at

e 
or

 p
as

sp
or

t w
ith

 D
is

tri
ct

 e
nt

ry
 d

oc
um

en
ta

tio
n 

5.
 A

 p
rin

te
d 

co
py

 o
f 

th
e 

sp
ee

ch
 m

us
t 

be
 f

ur
ni

sh
ed

 e
ith

er
be

fo
re

 o
r a

fte
r  t

he
 s

pe
ec

h.

Se
ct

io
n 

II
I —

 C
o
n
te

s
t 
R

u
le

s
 

1.
A

ll 
co

nt
es

ta
nt

s 
m

us
t s

pe
ak

 o
n 

th
e 

of
fic

ia
l t

op
ic

.
2.

A
 s

pe
ec

h 
m

ay
 b

e 
de

liv
er

ed
 in

 E
ng

lis
h 

or
 F

re
nc

h.
3.

A
ll 

co
nt

es
ta

nt
s 

m
us

t 
st

at
e 

th
e 

of
fic

ia
l 

to
pi

c 
in

 t
he

 f
irs

t
se

nt
en

ce
 o

f 
th

e 
sp

ee
ch

.  
Ti

m
in

g 
w

ill
 b

eg
in

 w
ith

 th
e 

fir
st

 
sp

ok
en

 w
or

d.
 A

 3
-p

oi
nt

 p
en

al
ty

 is
 a

ut
om

at
ic

al
ly

 a
ss

es
se

d
by

 th
e 

tim
ek

ee
pe

r 
fo

r 
fa

ilu
re

 to
 s

ta
te

 th
e 

of
fic

ia
l t

op
ic

 in
th

e 
fir

st
 s

en
te

nc
e.

4.
A

ny
 

qu
ot

at
io

n,
 

co
py

rig
ht

ed
, 

or
 

la
rg

el
y 

pa
ra

ph
ra

se
d

m
at

er
ia

l 
us

ed
 i

n 
t h

e 
sp

ee
ch

 m
us

t 
be

 i
de

nt
ifi

ed
 v

er
ba

lly
du

rin
g 

th
e 

pr
es

en
ta

tio
n 

an
d 

in
 t

he
 w

rit
te

n 
co

py
 o

f 
th

e
sp

ee
ch

 w
ith

 t
he

 o
rig

in
al

 a
ut

ho
r’

s 
na

m
e.

 T
h e

 c
on

te
st

an
t

sh
al

l 
be

 f
ul

ly
 r

es
po

ns
ib

le
 f

or
 t

he
 u

se
 o

f 
an

y 
qu

ot
ed

m
at

er
ia

l 
an

d 
O

pt
im

is
t 

In
te

rn
at

io
na

l 
sh

al
l 

as
su

m
e 

no
re

sp
on

si
bi

lit
y.

 F
ai

lu
re

 t
o 

id
en

tif
y 

no
n-

or
ig

in
al

 m
at

er
ia

l
w

ill
 re

su
lt 

in
 u

p 
to

 1
0 

pe
na

lty
 p

oi
nt

s.
5.

Th
e 

us
e 

of
 p

ro
ps

, s
pe

ci
al

 c
os

tu
m

es
 o

r c
lo

th
in

g,
 w

ill
 re

su
lt

in
 1

0 
pe

na
lty

 p
oi

nt
s

6.
Th

e 
us

e 
of

 
au

di
en

ce
 

pr
om

pt
er

s 
w

ill
 

re
su

lt 
in

di
sq

ua
lif

ic
at

io
n

7.
N

ot
es

 a
nd

 le
ct

er
ns

 c
an

 b
e 

us
ed

 if
 th

e 
co

nt
es

ta
nt

 d
es

ire
s.

8.
Th

e 
tim

e 
al

lo
w

ed
 w

ill
 b

e 
no

t u
nd

er
 4

 m
in

ut
es

 o
r 

ov
er

 5
 

m
in

ut
es

. 
C

on
te

st
an

ts
 g

oi
ng

 o
ve

r 
or

 u
nd

er
 w

ill
 n

ot
 b

e
ca

ut
io

ne
d,

 a
nd

 w
ill

 b
e 

pe
na

liz
ed

 o
ne

 p
oi

nt
 f

or
 e

ac
h 

15
se

co
nd

s o
r f

ra
ct

io
n 

of
 o

ve
r o

r u
nd

er
 th

e 
al

lo
tte

d 
tim

e.
 T

hi
s

pe
na

lty
 w

ill
 b

e 
de

te
rm

in
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

of
fic

ia
l t

im
ek

ee
pe

r.
9.

Ti
m

in
g 

w
ill

 b
eg

in
 a

t t
he

 f
irs

t w
or

d 
sp

ok
en

. T
im

in
g 

w
ill

st
op

 w
he

n 
th

e 
co

nt
es

ta
nt

 fi
ni

sh
es

. 
10

.N
o 

re
fe

re
nc

e 
ca

n 
be

 m
ad

e 
th

at
 id

en
tif

ie
s 

th
e 

co
nt

es
ta

nt
,

pa
re

nt
s,

 s
ch

oo
l, 

co
m

m
un

ity
, s

po
ns

or
in

g 
O

pt
im

is
t C

lu
b 

or
D

is
tri

ct
. T

hi
s 

w
ill

 r
es

ul
t i

n 
a 

de
du

ct
io

n 
of

 u
p 

to
 5

 p
oi

nt
s.

C
on

te
st

an
ts

 s
ha

ll 
no

t b
e 

id
en

tif
ie

d 
by

 n
am

e 
or

 s
po

ns
or

in
g

C
lu

bs
 u

nt
il 

af
te

r 
th

e 
la

st
 o

ra
tio

n 
ha

s 
be

en
 p

re
se

nt
ed

 a
nd

 

th
e 

ju
dg

es
 a

nd
 ti

m
ek

ee
pe

r h
av

e 
st

ar
te

d 
de

lib
er

at
io

ns
. 

11
. 

A
ny

 p
ro

te
st

 in
 th

e 
co

nd
uc

t a
t a

ny
 le

ve
l o

f 
th

is
 c

on
te

st
 

m
us

t 
be

 m
ad

e 
i m

m
ed

ia
te

ly
 a

fte
r 

th
e 

co
nd

iti
on

 i
s 

no
te

d.
Pr

ot
es

ts
 r

ec
ei

ve
d 

af
te

r 
th

e 
ne

xt
 

co
nt

es
ta

nt
 h

as
 b

ee
n

in
tro

du
ce

d,
 o

r 
in

 th
e 

ca
se

 o
f 

th
e 

la
st

 c
on

te
st

an
t, 

af
te

r 
th

e
ju

dg
es

 le
av

e 
to

 to
ta

l t
he

 sc
or

es
, w

ill
 n

ot
 b

e 
ac

ce
pt

ed
 u

nd
er

an
y 

ci
rc

um
st

an
ce

s.
12

.T
he

 C
on

te
st

 C
ha

irp
er

so
n 

w
ill

 d
ec

id
e 

al
l 

pr
ot

es
ts

 i
n 

ac
co

rd
an

ce
 w

ith
 t

he
 o

ff
ic

ia
l 

ru
le

s.
 T

he
 d

ec
is

io
n 

of
 t

he
 

C
on

te
st

 C
ha

ir
 i

s 
fin

al
 a

nd
 n

o 
hi

gh
er

 a
pp

ea
ls

 w
ill

 b
e 

re
co

gn
iz

ed
. I

n 
th

e 
ca

se
 o

f C
lu

b 
co

nt
es

ts
, t

he
 C

lu
b 

C
on

te
st

C
ha

ir 
ha

s 
th

is
 a

ut
ho

rit
y.

 I
n 

th
e 

ca
se

 o
f 

Zo
ne

 a
nd

 D
is

tri
ct

co
nt

es
ts

, 
th

e 
fin

al
 a

ut
ho

rit
y 

is
 v

es
te

d 
in

 t
he

 D
is

tri
ct

 
C

on
te

st
 C

ha
ir.

 T
he

 Z
on

e 
C

ha
ir 

ha
s 

th
e 

au
th

or
ity

 to
 h

an
dl

e
pr

ot
es

ts
 th

at
 m

ay
 a

ris
e 

du
rin

g 
th

e 
Zo

ne
 c

om
pe

tit
io

n 
w

ith
 

th
e 

D
is

tri
ct

 C
ha

ir 
ha

vi
ng

 th
e 

fin
al

 a
ut

ho
rit

y.

Se
ct

io
n 

IV
 —

 S
c
o
r
in

g
 

Sc
or

in
g 

in
 a

ll 
C

lu
b,

 Z
on

e,
 D

is
tri

ct
, a

nd
 W

or
ld

 
C

ha
m

pi
on

sh
ip

s 
co

nt
es

ts
 w

ill
 c

on
fo

rm
 to

 th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
cr

ite
ria

. 
1.

Po
is

e 
– 

ap
pe

ar
an

ce
 a

nd
 p

er
so

na
lit

y:
 1

0 p
oi

nt
s

2.
C

on
te

nt
 o

f S
pe

ec
h 

– 
su

bj
ec

t a
dh

er
en

ce
, t

he
m

e,
co

nt
en

t, 
lo

gi
c 

an
d 

co
lo

r: 
40

 p
oi

nt
s 

3.
D

el
iv

er
y 

&
 P

re
se

nt
at

io
n 

– 
vo

ic
e,

 v
ol

um
e,

pr
on

un
c i

at
io

n,
 g

es
tu

re
s,

 ey
e c

on
ta

ct
, 

si
nc

er
ity

 an
d 

em
ph

as
is

:  
35

po
in

ts
 

4.
O

ve
ra

ll 
Ef

fe
ct

iv
en

es
s –

 ap
pe

al
, i

m
pr

es
si

on
, a

tti
tu

de
an

d 
ef

f e
ct

: 1
5 

po
in

ts
 

Se
ct

io
n 

V
 —

 P
e
n
a
lt

ie
s
 

1.
  F

ai
lu

re
 to

 a
nn

ou
nc

e 
th

e 
of

fic
ia

l t
op

ic
 in

 th
e 

fir
st

 s
en

te
nc

e 
– 

3 
po

in
ts

 
2.

  F
ai

lu
re

 to
 id

en
tif

y 
no

n-
or

ig
in

al
 m

at
er

ia
l –

 
up

 to
 1

0 
po

in
ts

 
3.

U
se

 o
f p

ro
ps

, c
os

tu
m

e, 
et

c.
 - 

10
 p

oi
nt

s
4.

  T
im

e 
pe

na
l ti

es
 –

 1
 p

oi
nt

 fo
r e

ac
h 

15
 se

co
nd

s o
r 

fr
ac

tio
n 

of
 o

ve
r o

r u
nd

er
 th

e 
al

lo
tte

d 
tim

e.
 

1.
5.

  S
el

f-
id

en
tif

ic
at

io
n 

– 
up

 to
 5

 p
oi

nt
s

2.
6.

  F
ai

lu
re

 to
 c

om
pl

et
e 

sp
ee

ch
 –

 d
is

qu
al

ifi
ca

tio
n

3.
7.

  U
se

 o
f a

ud
ie

nc
e 

pr
om

pt
er

s 
- d

is
qu

al
ifi

ca
tio

n

Se
ct

io
n 

V
I —

 A
w

a
r
d
s

1.
C

lu
b 

Le
ve

l –
 M

ed
al

lio
n

2.
Zo

ne
 L

ev
el

 –
 P

la
qu

e
3.

D
is

tri
ct

 R
eg

io
na

l L
ev

el
 –

 P
la

qu
e

4.
D

is
tri

ct
 –

 P
la

qu
e 

an
d 

Sc
ho

la
rs

hi
p

Ea
ch

 w
i n

ne
r o

f t
he

 D
is

tri
ct

 le
ve

l c
on

te
st

 w
ill

 re
ce

iv
e 

a 
sc

ho
la

rs
hi

p 
fo

r u
se

 a
t a

 c
ol

le
ge

,  u
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

r t
ra

de
 sc

ho
ol

 
on

ly
.  

Th
re

e w
in

ne
rs

 aw
ar

de
d  

sc
ho

la
rs

hi
ps

 o
f $

2,
50

0,
 $

1,
50

0 
an

d 
$1

,0
00

 re
sp

ec
tiv

el
y 

fo
r 1

st
, 2

nd
 a

nd
 3

rd
 p

la
ce

. 
A

ll 
sc

ho
la

rs
hi

ps
 w

ill
 b

e 
pa

ya
bl

e 
to

 th
e 

ed
uc

at
io

na
l i

ns
tit

ut
io

n 
of

 th
e 

re
ci

pi
en

t’s
 c

ho
ic

e,
 su

bj
ec

t t
o 

th
e  

ap
pr

ov
al

 o
f O

pt
im

is
t 

In
te

rn
at

io
na

l.  
 A

ll 
sc

ho
la

rs
hi

ps
 w

ill
 b

e 
ad

m
in

is
te

re
d 

by
 

O
pt

im
is

t  I
nt

er
na

tio
na

l W
in

ne
rs

 o
f a

n 
O

pt
im

is
t I

nt
er

na
tio

na
l 

sc
ho

la
rs

hi
p 

m
us

t c
la

im
 th

ei
r s

ch
ol

ar
sh

ip
 b

y 
th

e 
ag

e 
of

 2
5.

 

5.
 W

or
ld

 C
ha

m
pi

on
sh

ip
 O

pt
im

is
t O

ra
to

ric
al

 C
on

te
st

s 
– 

Pl
aq

ue
 a

nd
 S

ch
ol

ar
sh

ip
 

A
. E

ac
h 

w
in

ne
r o

f t
he

 W
or

ld
 R

eg
io

na
l l

ev
e l

 c
on

te
st

 w
ill

re
ce

iv
e 

a 
sc

h o
la

rs
hi

p 
fo

r u
se

 a
t a

 c
ol

le
ge

, u
ni

ve
rs

ity
 o

r 
tra

de
 sc

ho
ol

 o
nl

y.
   T

he
re

 w
ill

 b
e 

on
e w

in
ne

r  a
w

ar
de

d 
a 

$5
00

0 s
ch

ol
ar

sh
ip

 at
 th

e W
or

ld
 R

eg
io

na
l L

ev
el.

  A
ll 

w
in

ne
rs

of
 th

e 
W

or
ld

 R
eg

io
na

l C
on

te
st

s 
w

ill
 b

e 
el

ig
ib

le
 to

 
co

m
pe

te
 in

 t h
e 

W
or

ld
 C

ha
m

pi
on

sh
ip

 C
on

te
st

 w
ith

aw
ar

ds
 fo

r f
irs

t, 
se

co
nd

, a
nd

 th
ird

 p
la

ce
 o

f $
15

,0
00

, 
$1

0,
00

0,
 a

nd
 $

5,
00

0 
re

sp
ec

tiv
el

y 
at

 S
ai

nt
 L

ou
is

 
U

ni
ve

rs
ity

 in
 S

t. 
Lo

ui
s,

 M
is

so
ur

i.
B

. A
ll 

sc
h o

la
rs

hi
ps

 w
ill

 b
e 

pa
ya

bl
e 

to
 th

e 
ed

uc
at

io
na

l
in

st
itu

tio
n 

of
 th

e 
re

ci
pi

en
t’s

 c
ho

ic
e,

 su
bj

ec
t t

o 
th

e 
ap

pr
ov

al
 o

f O
pt

im
is

t I
nt

er
na

tio
na

l. 
C

. A
ll 

sc
ho

la
rs

hi
ps

 w
ill

 b
e 

ad
m

in
is

te
re

d 
by

 O
pt

im
is

t
In

t e
rn

at
io

na
l. 

D
. W

in
ne

rs
 o

f a
n 

O
pt

im
is

t I
nt

er
na

tio
na

l s
ch

ol
ar

sh
ip

 m
us

t
cl

ai
m

 th
ei

r s
ch

ol
ar

sh
ip

 b
y 

th
e 

ag
e 

of
 2

5.
 

 “
H

ow
 to

 C
ha

ng
e 

th
e 

W
or

ld
 w

ith
 O

pt
im

is
m

”

A
 c

on
te

st
an

t i
s 

el
ig

ib
le

 to
 e

nt
er

/c
om

pe
te

 in
 o

nl
y 

on
e 

O
pt

im
is

t O
ra

to
ric

al
 c

on
te

st
 d

ur
in

g 
a 

co
nt

es
t y

ea
r. 

O
nc

e 
a 

co
nt

es
ta

nt
 w

in
s 

fir
st

 p
la

ce
 a

t t
he

 R
eg

io
na

l l
ev

el
 o

f t
he

 
O

pt
im

is
t I

nt
er

na
tio

na
l O

ra
to

ric
al

 W
or

ld
 C

ha
m

pi
on

sh
ip

s,
 

th
ey

 a
re

 in
el

ig
ib

le
 to

 c
om

pe
te

 in
 th

e 
O

pt
im

is
t 

In
te

rn
at

io
na

l O
ra

to
ric

al
 C

on
te

st
 a

t a
ny

 le
ve

l a
ga

in
.


